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About Peachland

Peachland Council and Staff  
respectfully acknowledge  

that the District of Peachland  
is on the traditional territory  

of the Syilx/Okanagan People.

Peachland sits on the west side of Okanagan Lake 
 in the beautiful Central Okanagan, British Columbia, 
Canada. It is approximately 25 km south of Kelowna,  
40 km North of Penticton, 380 km East of Vancouver  

and 130 km North of the U.S. border. 

Our vibrant and growing hillside and lakefront community 
is home to 6,380 people. Peachland features a  
three-kilometre waterfront trail, the Okanagan’s  

only lifeguarded swimming park, a bustling business  
community and countless natural  

recreational opportunities.  

No matter the season, Peachland draws visitors  
from around the world to soak up the sunny days  
surrounded by breathtaking scenic trails, beaches  

and hillsides of orchards and vineyards.
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Mayors Message

Peachland Council  
2022-2026

FISCAL RESPONSIBILITY

VIBRANT DOWNTOWN

INFRASTRUCTURE IMPROVEMENTS

GOOD GOVERNANCE

INCREASE HOUSING CHOICE

To provide our taxpayers, residents and businesses with affordable  
quality services and to keep them apprised and engaged in the  
District affairs by conducting ourselves in a transparent way.

 
Peachland’s celebration of people and place attracts a diversity  
of residents and visitors to a collection of healthy sustainable  
neighbourhoods. 
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OUR  
MISSION

OUR  
VISION

In 2040, Peachland is a diverse, healthy, sustainably-developed,  
inter-generational community with a quaint, lively downtown where people  
live, work and play. Peachland embraces its natural surroundings through  
recreation and preservation, attracting a diversity of residents and visitors.  

Citizens are engaged in protecting the beauty of the lake and beach,  
developing a safe community that embraces multi-modal transportation  

and responsible growth and development that maintains the  
small-town character and preserves the environment. 

After adopting our Strategic Priorities early in the year, Council and staff 
were able to focus their efforts on achieving the goals. I spent much of the year  
speaking directly with provincial and federal representatives. I am spending  
this important time emphasizing that Peachland may be smaller than other  
communities in the Central Okanagan, but we face many of the same pressures 
and challenges as our larger neighbours. We do not, however, have the  
diversified tax base we need to ensure our financial resiliency and our climate 
resiliency. We need the help of other levels of government to achieve this and 
not just when we face emergencies like the Glen Lake wildfire. 

I believe we are close to partnering with other levels of government on some 
important changes in Peachland. Meanwhile we are undertaking our own asset 
management, reviewing our sewer, water and road infrastructure to help plan for 
the future. We are engaging with more and more citizens in a variety of ways and 
we will see some interesting development happening in our community in 2024 
thanks to some key work underway now to achieve compliance with new  
provincial zoning legislation. 

Contact Council
council@peachland.ca

250-767-2647

Mayor  
Patrick Van Minsel

Councillor  
Rick Ingram

Councillor  
Terry Condon

Councillor  
Dave Collins

Councillor  
Alena Glasman

Councillor  
Randey Brophy

Councillor  
Keith Thom



2023 Council Highlights
PSSS Phase II
Council approved the next step in the development of  
the second phase of the affordable housing project on  
6th Street in downtown Peachland. Council gave third  
readings to Official Community Plan and Zoning  
Amendment Bylaws for Phase II of the housing project 
which will provide 73 units in a new building at 4555 6th 
Street on land donated by the District of Peachland. The 
first phase, the Residences at 445 6th Street, opened in 
2019 and was the result of a partnership between  
Peachland and the provincial and federal governments.  
It provides 74 apartments for seniors and people with  
disabilities at an affordable rent. Council achieved  
significant cost savings when it chose to reconsider Phase 
II of the project, ensuring the municipality’s taxpayers not 
be entirely on the hook for the Development Cost Charges 
and that parking demand would be managed through a 
long-term parking management plan. 

Growing Communities Fund
In April, Peachland received a $2.7 million grant from the 
Provincial Growing Communities Fund, intended to support 
the delivery of infrastructure projects necessary to enable 
community growth. Council agreed to fund the following 
community projects in 2024: 

• Road Improvements
• Turner Park Upgrades
• Sanderson Dog Park
• Recreation Facilities
• Childcare Facility
• Westside Trail

New CommitteesNew Committees
Early in the year, Council created three new 

committees; the Downtown Revitalization Task 
Force, the Peachland Climate Sustainability  

and Resiliency Task Force and the Accessibility 
Advisory Committee. The short-term Downtown  

Revitalization Task Force will help guide the 
development of the Downtown Revitalization 

Implementation Strategy and oversee the  
Complete Communities Assessment.  

The Climate Sustainability and Resiliency Task 
Force will assist Council in being environmental 
stewards and improving community resiliency  

by preparing for climate change and advise 
Council on the development of a Climate  
Sustainability and Resiliency Action Plan,  
to be completed by December 1, 2024. The  
Accessibility Advisory Committee will help 

develop a plan that will outline strategies and 
actions to improve accessibility and inclusivity 
in Peachland. The plan will focus on ensuring 

that individuals with disabilities have equal  
access to facilities, services and  

opportunities within the community.   
Council thanks all committee volunteers  

for their generous donation of time.
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2023 Council Highlights
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2024 Municipal Conferences

“On behalf of Peachland Council, I extend our heartfelt condolences to those in our community, and indeed,  
our country, who are impacted by the harms of the residential school system and offer our promise to continue  

to seek the truth, to not shy away from dismantling systemic discrimination, and to do what we can  
towards true reconciliation.” - Mayor Patrick Van Minsel, September 30, 2023.

Remembrance Day Ceremony 
Peachland Elementary School

Peachland Warriors Night 
Sold out crowd at Royal LePage Place



2023 Civic Award Winners
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Citizen of the Year – MADELEINE NIXON 
Long-time, dedicated volunteer with multiple Peachland organizations. 

Youth Citizen of the Year 
OLIVIA GEMPERLE

Excellence in  
Volunteerism  
ALEXANDRA  
MORRISON

Excellence  
in Arts 
JANET  

HORNSETH

Excellence in  
Health Promotion 

 JUBI STEINHAUER 
& SARAH  

KENDRICK

Excellence in  
Seniors’  
Physical  
Fitness  

KAY MUIR

Excellence in  
Dedication  

and Service  
MICK  

ARMSTRONG

Excellence in 
Visionary  

Leadership
MURRAY  
WOOD

Excellence in 
Community  
Inclusion

PAM 
COLLINGWOOD 

Excellence in 
Environment and 

Conservation 
PEACHLAND  
WATERSHED  
PROTECTION  

ALLIANCE

Excellence in 
Community  
Accessibility  

RICK  
HORVATH

Coiuncillors’ Award of Merit 
MOIRA BAXTER

Mayor’s Award of Merit 
VINCE BOYKO

Unsung Hero Award 
SHEILA KERR

50th Wedding Anniversary 
WAYNE & MARY POWER

Lifetime Service Award - 25 Years 
DARLENE HARTFORD



2023 Community Highlights
Glen Lake Wildfire
On September 17, 2023, while the community  
was supporting the emergency response to the  
nearby McDougall Creek Wildfire, Peachland homes 
and livelihoods were threatened by the Glen Lake  
Wildfire. All residences were put on Evacuation  
Alert until September 28 when the fire was  
deemed under control.

Our Peachland Open House
Council hosted the Our Peachland Open House and Barbecue on 
June 8, an event attended by over 400 people. Peachlanders  
talked to Mayor, Councillors and staff and took part in fun  
public consultation activities. Regional partner programs and  
community groups were included and all attendees were treated 
to free food, games and giveaways. A Mayor’s Address  
highlighted Council’s strategic goals. Council will make this an 
annual event.

Historic Schoolhouse on Beach Ave
With the relocation of the Visitor Centre (Page 9), Council agreed to 
lease the Historic Schoolhouse to three non-profits and provided a 
startup grant for OUR SPACE, a collaborative of the Peachland  
Community Arts Council, the Okanagan Folk School and BEEPS  
(Bat Education and Ecological Protection Society). OUR SPACE is  
expected to offer a wide range of arts, music, culture and ecology  
programming to the whole community beginning in 2024.
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Peachland Classic Car Show
After news that the World of Wheels car show  
organizers were moving the event to another 
community in 2024, Council threw its support 
behind the Peachland Chamber of Commerce 
which agreed to host an annual car show on the 
May long weekend in 2024. The Peachland  
Classic Car Show, to take place May 19, 2024, 
will be the 25th annual car show to shine in 
Peachland.



2023 Community Highlights

New Community Garden
Council approved a request from the Peachland Wellness Centre to build 
and operate an intergenerational community garden on the south side of  
the Historic Schoolhouse on Beach Avenue. Community gardening provides 
a way for a wide cross section of locals to practice a timeless craft in a safe 
and welcoming neighbourhood setting. The former site of the Peachland 
Wellness Centre’s garden was vacated to make way for the Peachland  
Seniors Support Society affordable housing project. 

Murals Brighten Peachland
The Making Waves Mural Festival brightened the  
landscape of Peachland again in 2023 with a  
beautiful mural of a mother fox and her kits, painted by 
artist Shelby Willis, that now graces the wall of the  
Peachland Firehall. The fox represents FireSmart, and 
was suggested by Fire Chief Dennis Craig. A second 
mural, by artist Jean Bradbury, is planned for the wall of 
4th Street Place.  

Visitor Centre Moves to Museum
Peachland Council approved an agreement with the 
Peachland Historical Society to operate the Visitor 
Centre in the Peachland Museum at 5890 Beach 
Avenue beginning in 2024. The move will create  
important efficiencies in providing two core municipal 
services to the community. The museum is slated to 
undergo critical structural upgrades during Spring 
2024 and will repopen to the public when complete. 
The move of the Visitor Centre was prompted after 
the Peachland Community Arts Council advised it 
would not be renewing the contract to operate the 
Visitor Centre from the Historic Schoolhouse.

Shape of the Lake
A new sculpture now graces the entrance 
to the Historic Schoolhouse. Artists Vicky 
Molloy (Sculpture Design/Painting) and 
Terry Moore (Painting) (pictured right iwth 
Mayor Van Minsel) created the work to 
celebrate Salmon and Water. The project 
was sponsored by the Peachland  
Community Arts Council.
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Message from the CAO

Organizational Chart

Chief  
Administrative  

OfficerCommunity  
Services

Corporate 
Services

Financial  
Services

Planning &  
Development

Operations & 
Public Works

Infrastructure & 
Engineering

Fire & Rescue

Again in 2023, the staff of the District of Peachland impressed me with their 
talents, tenacity and professionalism. Our focus on achieving Council’s  
strategic goals was never lost despite some external pressures, including  
facing one of the worst wildfire seasons BC has ever seen and surprising new 
planning legislation. 

Staff helped Council establish new committees, sought and received grant 
funding for key projects, launched Turner Park upgrades and completed the 
Swim Bay flood remediation. We conducted complex negotiations on behalf 
of Council seeking mutually-beneficial agreements and innovation, and we 
engaged with the public like never before with a dedicated communications 
function. 

We continued to dig deep into the way we are doing things in all aspects of 
our organization, seeking to improve timelines and streamline process.

Read through the achievements of staff on the following pages. These are 
just some highlights of the work we do as we try to make the District of  
Peachland even more wonderful.

Peachland 
Council
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Joe Creron
Chief Administrative Officer

Cory Labrecque 
Director of  
Community  

Services

Leadership Team

Jennifer Sawatzky 
Director of  
Corporate  
Services

Garry Filafilo 
Chief Financial  

Officer

Darin Schaal 
Director of  
Planning &  

Development 

Shawn Grundy
Director of  

Operations &  
Public Works

Jason Sandberg 
Director of  

Infrastructure &  
Engineering

Ian Cummings 
Fire Chief 

Peachland Fire & 
Rescue



Departmental 
Achievements
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Community Services Highlights
ChildCareBC New Spaces Fund
The Department continued to pursue a childcare facility in Peachland in line 
with Council’s strategic goals. Council authorized the Department to apply for 
funding through the ChildCareBC News Spaces Fund.  

Jays Care Foundation Field of Dreams Grant
The District received a $37,985 grant through the Jays Care Foundation Field 
of Dreams program. The money is helping fund the Turner Park Upgrade. The 
District hosted an announcement event at the Peachland Community Centre 
on April 30, 2023 and learned it was one of 15 winners across Canada to  
receive a grant. With those funds, Turner Park’s baseball dugouts, backstop 
and perimeter fencing were upgraded and new bleachers were purchased.

Active Transportation Plan
Council approved the 2023 Active Transportation Network Plan as a guiding 
framework for future improvements to Peachland’s pedestrian and cycling  
infrastructure. The District received grant funding from the BC Active  
Transportation Grant Program to develop the plan and will implement  
recommendations as funding opportunities arise and development occurs.

BC Active Transportation Grant
The Department oversaw the application for funding through the BC Active 
Transportation Infrastructure Grant program for up to $500,000 to construct 
the Peachland to West Kelowna Multi-Use Trail. Council set aside a portion 
of the Growing Communities Fund in its 2024 budget for the proposed 2.8 
km trail that starts just north of the intersection of Highway 97 and Buchanan 
Road and ends near the Seclusion Bay underpass in West Kelowna. It will 
provide a safe, protected multi-use pathway, allowing essential active  
transportation between the two communities. 

Canada Day Celebration
Despite windy conditions, the 2023 fireworks show was a success, launched 
safely from a barge out on Okanagan Lake. Overseen by Peachland  
firefighters, the show wowed the crowd of 5,000+ along Beach Avenue,  
capping a full day of celebratory events. Highlights of the 2023 event included 
a parade, pancake breakfast, vendors, family friendly concerts and  
entertainment in Heritage Park that kept the crowds dancing into the evening. 

Swim Bay Lifeguarding 
The Lifeguards returned to Swim Bay in Peachland with new hours of  
operation. The schedule was changed slightly due to limited staff, but was 
concentrated to focus on weekend hours. Peachland’s Swim Bay is the only 
lifeguarded public park on Okanagan Lake. When the lifeguards are on duty, 
the entire park at 6th Street is open and includes a zipline, rope swing and a 
high diving board. When there is no guard on duty, the zipline, rope swing and 
diving board are closed.

• Special Projects
• Parks and Facilities  

Planning
• Recreation Planning 
• Program Administration
• Facilities Administration
• Special Events
• Non-Profit Liaison
• Grants
• Parks & Facilities  

Maintenance
• Economic Development

BY THE NUMBERSBY THE NUMBERS

Community Services plays an  
important role in the quality of  
life for citizens of all ages and  
abilities. Using Peachland’s  
beautiful indoor and outdoor  

spaces, the Department offers 
year-round recreation services 
and special events. Fostering  
partnerships with local and  
regional service providers  

ensures residents are provided 
abundant opportunities to be 
healthy and active, socially  

connected and feel a sense of  
belonging. The Department  

administers facility, park and  
field reservations, special  

events, recreational programs  
and lifeguard services at Swim 

Bay. Community Services is 
 actively engaged in ensuring 

quality leisure services are  
offered in Peachland.

 
Canada Day  
Attendees

Recreation Participants

Community  
Events

300+
Recreation  
Programs

11
6,000

3,000+
12     2023 Annual Report

People Taught  
to Swim

350+



Community Services 2024 Objectives
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• Support the Peachland Seniors Support Society Phase 2 Affordable Housing construction. 
• Advance the Westside Trail project. 
• Implement strategic facility and staffing enhancements to ensure that Swim Bay continues to operate 

as a safe and enjoyable family-oriented recreational destination for 10,000+ local and out-of-town visitors. 
• Support an increased demand for family-friendly events in the downtown area through strategic  

infrastructure improvements and staff support at Heritage Park and the Peachland Community Centre. 
• Support the Peachland Historical Society in establishing Peachland’s new Visitor Information Centre. 
• Seek community input to increase customer-oriented offerings and uptake for all ages and abilities,  

including family-friendly programs and special events. 
• Collaborate with community groups in planning and implementing intergenerational community gardening 

opportunities that highlight sustainable gardening practices.  
• Develop and implement sponsorship and rental program to generate revenue and increase access to a  

new portable Community Stage. 
• Continue to advance Turner Park planning and improvements.

Polar Bear Swim, January 1 at Swim Bay



Corporate Services Highlights

• Legislative Services
• Council Support
• Council Committee 

Support
• Meeting Management
• Policies & Procedures 

Bylaws
• Communcations
• Records Management
• Municipal Elections 
• Human Resources 
• Freedom of Information

Corporate Services works closely 
with Council to provide the  

necessary information and tools  
to promote effective decision  

making in an open, accountable 
and professional manner.  The  
department strives to provide  

accessible, friendly and effective 
procedures to assist with the flow 
of information and communication 
between Council and constituents. 
Corporate Services oversees the 
management of District bylaws, 

policies and procedures. The 
Department also oversees human 

resources and labour relations,  
manages Freedom of Information  
and privacy programs, corporate 

communications and all municipal 
electoral processes and  

administers the Peachland  
Cemetery.

BY THE NUMBERSBY THE NUMBERS

 
FOI  

Requests

Council 
Resolutions

Municipal  
Employees

63
Council  

Meetings

42

7
153

Committee Members Secured
The Department oversaw the administration of three new committees  
created by Council, the Downtown Revitalization Task Force, the Climate  
Sustainability/Resiliency Task Force and the Accessibility Advisory  
Committee. This included developing Terms of Reference and calling for  
volunteers to be recommended to Council.

How Accessible is Peachland?
The Department developed a community-wide survey for the Accessibility  
Advisory Committee, asking residents “How Accessible is Peachland?” The  
results of the survey will be considered as the committee develops an action 
plan to help make Peachland more accessible for all its residents.

Code of Conduct
New legislative requirements of the Community Charter prompted the  
development of a Code of Conduct Bylaw. The Department began the  
process of updating Peachland Council’s current code of Conduct Bylaw,  
adopted in 2020. The new bylaw, to be complete in 2024, will include  
guidance specifically relating to conduct issues and complaint and resolution 
procedures. 

Council Remuneration and Expense Policy
Corporate Services developed an updated Council Remuneration and  
Expense Policy, replacing the 2018 policy, which now encompass all aspects  
of Council’s pay and expenses and to provide an oversight process for  
expenditures by elected officials. The policy sets base salaries, benefits, per 
diems and allowances. It also sets spending limits for Council members when 
traveling and attending to Council business outside of District boundaries and 
establishes a process for claiming expenses. 

Communications & Grants Function
The Department oversaw the development of a corporate communications 
and grants coordination function with the hiring of a coordinator as approved 
by Council in the 2023 budget. Communications staff developed an intranet 
for staff, conducted a website audit, initiated a grants administration  
program, promoted email subscription and instituted formal corporate  
communications processes.  
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News Releases
39

E-news  
Subscribers

678



Corporate Services 2024 Objectives
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• Coordinate update of achievements related to Council’s Strategic Plan. 
• Plan and host a comprehensive public open house on District initiatives and services.
• Work to update the New Employee Orientation procedure.
• Begin negotiations for a new collective agreement with District unionized employees. 
• Finalize a Code of Conduct Policy for Council’s consideration.
• Continue consolidation of permanent records and source a new location for file archives.
• Review corporate policies for effectiveness.
• Review Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy policy for the District to ensure compliance.
• Conduct a Citizens’ Survey, polling residents about municipal services.
• Develop a Fees and Charges bylaw for the organization.
• Implement a Strategic Communications Plan
• Develop a Visual Standards Guide and update the District’s website. 



Financial Services Highlights
Revenue Generation 
The Department led a Council workshop in July to discuss potential initiatives 
that could generate more revenue for the municipality. Several topics were 
discussed and Council agreed to request administration prepare a report with 
more information on instituting accommodation and tourism taxes and fees for 
parking and boat launch use.

Introducing Parcel Tax Changes
The Department recommended significant changes to Peachland’s Parcel 
Taxes for the 2024 Budget. Parcel taxes are flat rates on properties in a 
particular service area. The tax is levied per parcel, no matter the size of the 
property. Parcel taxes are set for a finite period, usually for a specific project 
or service. Property taxes, on the other hand, are levied based on the  
assessed value of a property. Your taxes vary depending on the value of your 
property. For years, Peachland has been collecting parcel taxes for asset  
renewal or capital expenditures for sewer or water infrastructure. Prudent 
long-term planning dictates that infrastructure accommodate current and 
future users, with all taxpayers contributing towards maintenance and  
replacement.  In 2024, the General Capital Asset Renewal, Sewer Capital 
Asset Renewal, Water Capital Asset Renewal and Water Capital Improvement 
parcel taxes will be transferred to General Taxes for 2024 and parcel taxes 
will decrease in 2024 from 2023 by approximately $115.

Civic Grants
The Department oversaw the distribution of $76,150 in 2023 Civic Grants to  
Peachland Community Groups, distributed as follows: 

• $8,000 to the Peachland Ambassador Society
• $16,000 to the Peachland Historical Society
• $10,000 to the Peachland 50+ Centre
• $1,750 to the Community Policing
• $2,400 to the Peachland Citizens Patrol
• $15,000 to the Peachland Commmunity Arts Council
• $15,000 to the Peachland Wellness Centre
• $3,000 to the Peachland Fall Fair
• $1,000 to the Bat Education & Ecological Protection Society
• $1,000 to the Peachland Watershed Protection Alliance
• $3,000 to the Okanagan Folk School Society

• Financial Reporting
• Financial Planning
• Financial Accounting
• Budgeting
• Accounts Payable
• Accounts Receivable 
• Payroll 
• Taxation
• Utility Billing
• Information Technology
• Risk Management
• Customer Service

The Finance Department serves 
to monitor, control and allocate 
financial resources in order to 

achieve the long term goals and 
objectives of the District. Some of 
the specific functions performed 

by Financial Services include  
revenue collection, vendor  

payments for invoices,  
maintaining property tax  

assessment roll information, 
establishing annual municipal tax 
rates, preparing five-year capital 

and operating plans and  
processing approved grant  
application requests. The  

Department also completes the 
required financial activities as  

legislated in the Local  
Government Act and the  

Community Charter which  
includes filing of Bylaws, Audited 

Financial Statements and  
expenditure reports.

BY THE NUMBERSBY THE NUMBERS

Dog Licences
Issued

Utility  
Invoices 
Issued

2,988
Property Tax  

Notices Issued

248 
10,748
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• Conduct a review of internal controls.
• Conduct policy reviews to ensure 

effectiveness.
• Update finance transaction procedure 

documentation.
• Consider new revenue generating  

opportunities such as Municipal  
Regional District Tax.

• Assist with review of water rates.

Financial Services 2024 Objectives



Fire & Rescue Highlights

• Fire Services
• Fuel Reduction
• Emergency Operations 

Centre
• Occupational Healthy & 

Safety
• Risk Management

Peachland Fire & Rescue Services 
provides 24-hour fire and  

emergency response for the  
District of Peachland.  

With the exception of a Chief and 
Deputy Chief, the department  

consists entirely of paid-on-call 
firefighters. These dedicated  

personnel respond from home or 
work 24 hours a day, seven days a 
week when emergency calls. The 
40 POCs train weekly and are on 
call throughout the year. In 2022 

Peachland firefighters participated 
in over 2,903 hours of training and 

over 5,418 person hours of  
emergency response. The  

Department provides public  
education on fire safety.

BY THE NUMBERSBY THE NUMBERS

FireSmart Yard 
Waste Vouchers 

Distributed

FireSmart 
Yard Inspections

Hectares of Fuel 
Modification

40 
Volunteer  

Firefighters

9.3
57

99
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Pigeon Creek, Glen Lake & Regional Wildfires 
On June 4, the community watched as BC Wildfire fought the Pigeon Creek 
Wildfire burning 6.5 kilometers west of Peachland. With the entire province 
facing the most destructive wildfire season in BC’s recorded history, the  
department was soon supporting the regional emergency response to  
several wildfires in the Central Okanagan. The largest by far was the  
McDougall Creek Wildfire which began on August 17, grew to 13,500 hectares 
in size, forced the evacuation of 35,000 people and destroyed 190 buildings. 
During the response to this immense fire, a lightning strike caused a wildfire 
near Glen Lake and the entire community of Peachland was put on  
Evacuation Alert. Emergency plans were engaged and protective fire  
apparatus set up in key locations in the community, ready to be used but, 
thankfully, not.

Generous Donation
The Department gratefully received an anonymous donation of $10,000 from 
a Peachland resident, to be used to purchase training equipment. 

Firesmart Yard Waste Voucher
The department introduced a free yard waste voucher program for  
Peachland residents who complete a FireSmart Assessment. As part of its 
FireSmart Program, the Peachland Fire Department is covering the fees to 
encourage residents to collect and dispose of yard waste and consider more 
FireSmart activities for their properties.

Tree Protection Bylaw
The District adopted a Tree Protection Bylaw to regulate tree removal and 
requirements for replanting. The bylaw supports the Peachland Fire  
Department’s FireSmart program ensuring replacement trees do not  
further compound the existing problem by planning coniferous trees within the 
non-combustible zone of a structure. The bylaw supports residents trying to 
incorporate FireSmart principles by exempting them from the permit process 
when completing activities within the immediate zone around structures. 

Evacuation Preparedness Open House
The Peachland Fire Department hosted a Community Evacuation  
Preparedness Open House on June 20 and invited representatives from the 
Regional Emergency Program, Emergency Support Services, RCMP, Central 
Okanagan Search and Rescue, Animal Lifeline Emergency Response Team 
and FireSmart to join a panel discussion and information session. Attendees 
were responding in a safe manner when it is time to evacuate private property 
and seek safety during an emergency. The event took place just a few days 
after Peachland faced a wildfire threat with the Pigeon Creek Wildfire. 



Fire & Rescue 2024 Objectives
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• Seek grant funding for the construction 
of a Protective Services building.

• Seek FireSmart program funding and 
continue FireSmart programs in  
Peachland.

• Continue FireSmart work and assist 
neighbourhoods with hazard reduction 
projects.

• Expand the homeowner FireSmart rebate 
grant program.

• Implement the Home Partners Program 
from FireSmart BC.

Type of Incidents 2023 2022 2021 2020 2019

Fires 20 15 26 12 40

First Medical Response 230 196 168 81 192

Motor Vehicle Incident 48 58 40 46 52

Other* 122 106 118 118 96

TOTAL INCIDENTS 420 375 352 257 380



Infrastructure &  
Engineering Highlights

• Water, Sewer, Road Use 
and Blasting permits

• Water, Sewer, Road Use  
& Blasting Permits

• Transportation Planning
• Capital Projects
• Asset Managment
• Development Engineering

The Department is responsible  
for development engineering  
in the municipality as well as  
overall asset management.  

This includes planning for the 
maintenance and renewal of the 
municipality’s sewer and water 
infrastructure. The Department 
oversees capital construction  
in the community, waterfront 

infrastructure and transportation 
network planning. The Department 

works closely with other  
departments to review  

applications for subdivisions,  
rezoning, development and  

building permits.

BY THE NUMBERSBY THE NUMBERS

 
Kilometres of 
Sewer Mains

Kilometres of 
Water Mains

Kilometres of 
Drainage Mains

66
Kilometres of 

Roads

8
50

83
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Swim Bay Flood Mitigation Project
The department oversaw a flood mitigation project at Swim Bay involving 
the installation of rip-rap, anchored logs, V-logs and rock groynes (a shore 
protection structure built perpendicular to the shoreline). The project aimed to 
re-establish a more natural shoreline that historically broke waves. New  
landscaping and irrigation and re-decking of the T-dock was also  
completed. This flood mitigation project was grant-funded and will protect 
critical infrastructure including Beach Avenue, underground utilities, retaining 
walls, docks and accessibility ramps. The project was recommended as part 
of the District’s flood mitigation planning in response to flooding of the com-
munity’s waterways and waterfront in 2017 and 2018.

Renfrew Road and Highway 97 Intersection Improved
The Districted entered into a partnership to improve the efficiency and  
safety of the intersection of Renfrew Road and Highway 97 with the Ministry 
of Transportation and Infrastructure, funding coming from the ministry and 
developer contributions. 

Subdivision & Development Servicing Bylaw
Council approved a Subdivision and Development Servicing Bylaw as part of 
Peachland’s Development Approvals Process Review. The new bylaw makes 
it easier to administer and increases the efficiency of the approval process.

Centennial Walkway Extension 
Council discussed a report on the extension of the Centennial Walkway on 
Beach Avenue north of 13th Street to Todd Road. Council will consider  
allocating $100,000 from the Growing Community Fund to effectively extend 
the walkway with interim improvements. 

Water Restrictions Bylaw
Council granted the ability to initiate Stage 2 watering restrictions to the 
Director of Operations rather than requiring a Council resolution to enact. 
This is particularly necessary due to limited Council meetings planned for the 
summer months when restrictions are more likely to apply. Stage 1 restrictions 
are always in place, requiring properties to water only on even calendar days 
for even numbered addresses and odd days for odd numbered addresses, 
as well as some time restrictions. Stage 2 restrictions would reduce outdoor 
watering to twice a week.



• Complete a comprehensive DCC Bylaw review to ensure rates reflect current projects, costs and legislation.
• Finalize the District’s Water Supply Analysis and Transportation Servicing Plans.
• Progress the District’s Wastewater Master Plan through the data collection and public engagement phases.
• Promote active transportation through infrastructure improvements.
• Oversee a review of Peachland Water Rates.
• Oversee construction of road improvements as part of the District’s Road Rehabilitation Capital Project with 

$1.15 million in funding.
• Consult with the public on a multi-use pathway on Beach Avenue to be extended from 13th Street to Todd 

Road. 
• Reinforce aging structural piles at Swim Bay and 13th Street docks.
• Pursue grant funding for a water and wastewater projects.
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Infrastructure & Engineering 2024 Objectives



Operations &  
Public Works Highlights

• Parks Maintenance
• Roads and Sidewalk  

Maintenance
• Cemetery Management
• Facilities Maintenance
• Water Department  

Administration
• Snow & Ice Removal

The Operations & Public Works 
Department is responsible for  

the operation, maintenance and 
repairs of Peachland’s streets, 
sidewalks, water system, sewer 

system, storm system,  
cemetery, public facilities and  
vehicle fleet. The Department 
oversees maintenance of all 

municipal parks, trails and green 
spaces in Peachland. It oversees 
waste collection, snow removal 
and ice control services.  The  
Department answers inquiries 
related to works and services 

including applications for utilities, 
latecomer agreements,  and  

grant applications.

BY THE NUMBERSBY THE NUMBERS

 
District  

Vehicles

Municipal  
Facilities

Calls For 
Service

63.5
Hectares of  

Parks, Trails & 
Sportsfields

1,000+
40+

26
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Turner Park Update
The Turner Park Upgrade project got underway new player benches and 
upgraded baseball dugouts installed, the backstop upgraded and new park 
fencing along Turner Avenue. The playing field was seeded and closed to the 
public as the turf takes hold to a degree allowing for competitive sports.  
The remainder of the upgrade project will begin in Summer 2024 and will 
include:

• New set of viewing bleachers for the baseball diamond
• Removal of the old playground and replacement 
• Connection of the washroom to the sanitary sewer system
• Accessibility improvements to the washroom building
• Removal of the sports box asphalt and fencing and replacement with 

grass
• Improvement of the parking area
• Irrigation installation
• Accessible pathway installations
• Public benches, waste receptacles and accessible picnic tables
• Vegetation and shade structure installations

The Turner Park Upgrade project is funded through a portion of the $2.7 
million received in April from the Province’s Growing Communities Fund and a 
Jays Care Foundation grant. Turner Park is expected to be fully open, with the 
field ready for competitive soccer, in the Spring of 2025.

Goose Patrol Pilot Project 
The Department launched a pilot project, the Peachland’s Goose  
Patrol, seeking volunteer dog owners to patrol local parks and beaches and 
scare away migratory birds without harming them. A single Canadian goose 
can poop up to two pounds a day and this waste constitutes a risk to  
human health and makes parks and beaches less enjoyable. The project was 
successful with over 17 volunteer bird chasers. The District of Peachland 
conducts regular cleanup of waterfowl waste at its parks and is a member of 
the Okanagan Valley Goose Management Program. A variety of techniques 
are used in Peachland including scarecrows, reflective tape, irritant laser, 
distasteful liquids in grassy areas and noisemakers. 

Water Turn On/Off fees
The department introduced a fee for turning water services on and off,  
including additional charges for after-hours callouts. In the past, the District 
has not charged property owners for this service despite the fee outlined in its 
Water Rates Bylaw No. 1931. However, the number of requests and the cost 
of providing this service continues to increase. To ensure that Peachland’s 
water systems are self-funding, the fee of $75 during regular hours and $265 
outside regular hours was necessary.



Operations & Public Works
• Continue with water meter replacement program.
• Complete the Turner Park Improvement capital project.
• Construct improvements to Sanderson Dog Park.
• Complete the Peachland Museum renovation project.
• Dock replacement and lake bed remediation at the dog beach boat launch.
• Road remediation works, asphalt re-surfacing.
• Finalize plow truck purchase.
• Finish riparian planting along lakeshore and landscape area where Heritage washroom was located.
• Complete detailed design and installation of Bonnie Lane PRV replacment
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Planning & Development Highlights

• Official Community Plan
• Zoning/Rezoning
• Subdivision Approvals
• Development Approvals
• Building Permits
• Building Inspections
• Development Cost 

Charges & Amenity  
Contribution Charges 
Administration

• Long Range Policy  
Planning

• Management of Growth 
and Development

• Bylaw Enforcement
• Special Projects 
• Environmental &  

Foreshore Management

Planning and Development  
Services is responsible for land 
use management and planning, 
building inspections, and bylaw 

enforcement. Core work within the 
department includes processing 

community development  
applications such as zoning 

amendments, development and 
variance permits, subdivisions 

and building permits. Core work 
also includes managing business 
licenses, suite licenses, wharf and 

buoy licenses (foreshore  
management), sidewalk/patio  

licenses, outdoor vending  
licences, bed and breakfast  

licenses and bylaw infractions  
and complaints.

BY THE NUMBERSBY THE NUMBERS

 
New Dwelling 

Units

Building Permits 
Issued

Bylaw  
Complaints

57
New Business 

Licenses

8526
105
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Development Approvals Process Review
Prompted by a province-wide DAPR process and new funding streams 
through UBCM, Peachland secured funding in August 2021 and began a 
review of its development approval processes that continued into 2023. The 
review will clarify process requirements and help streamline the process with 
positive provision of affordable housing and other community priorities as  
outlined within the Official Community Plan and other guiding documents. In 
May 2022, Council received the External Process Review which identified a 
list of recommended actions, including short, medium, and long-term action 
items to improve the District’s development application process. One of the 
short-term, grant-funded recommendations in the report is to revise  
Peachland’s Development Application Procedures Bylaw to reflect changes in 
legislation and improve process clarity.

Housing Needs Assessment
Council endorsed the District’s Housing Needs Assessment, prepared by 
Urban Systems Ltd. Provincial requirements mean municipalities must  
collect data, analyze trends and present reports that describe current and  
anticipated housing needs in the community. This assessment will help  
support the completion of Peachland’s Downtown Revitalization  
Implementation Strategy, the Peachland Complete Communities  
Assessment, and other land use and housing initiatives outline in the  
2022-2026 Strategic Plan.

Proposed Developments
Ponderosa Development:  Council gave first three readings to Official CP 
and Zoning Amendment Bylaws intended to provide the legislative framework 
to support the Ponderosa Development Phasing Strategy, The District worked 
with new owners to develop a revised phasing strategy to accommodate a 
new development concept involving approximately 445 residential units,  
conditional on the construction of a 9-hole championship golf course and 
other amenities. 
Renfrew Road Development Proposal: Council gave third reading to 
amendment bylaws to allow development of 6575 and 6650 Renfrew Road 
with up to 71 dwelling units. The application includes proposed road  
improvements for Renfrew Road and Bulyea Avenue and a parkland donation. 
Princeton Avenue Rezoning: Council gave second reading to a Zoning  
Bylaw Amendment for 4607 Princeton Avenue to allow a 22 multiple-unit  
development with no less than 12 rental flex units. The proposed development 
would prompt a Community Amenity Contribution and frontage road  
improvements including a paved multi-use pathway as well as a donation 
towards parkland.

Overnight Parking on Beach Tackled 
Bylaw Enforcement Officers targeted illegal overnight parking on Beach  
Avenue and District parking lots in the summer, reminding people that  
parking a recreational vehicle overnight is not allowed in Peachland.  
Peachland’s Bylaw Enforcement Officers operate on a rotating shift in the 
peak season and keep an eye on problem areas on the waterfront.
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• Continue implementation of Development  
Approvals Process Review project.

• Continue Downtown Revitalization  
Implementation Strategy project.

• Conclude Complete Communities  
Assessment project.

• Advance Municipal Boundary Extension  
project.

• Amend Peachland’s Zoning Bylaw,  
Official Community Plan and Procedures 
Bylaw to comply with new Provincial 
housing legislation.

• Update the District’s Housing Needs  
Assessment to comply with new provin-
cial legislation. 

• Support work on the major/comprehen-
sive DCC Bylaw review.

• Continue development of the Property  
Acquisition and Disposition Strategy,  
Phase 2 and 3.

• Action key land acquisition and disposi-
tions, as directed by Council.

Planning & Development 2024 Objectives
Development Services 2023 2022 2021 2020 2019

Official Community Plan 
Amendments 3 5 3 0 0

Zoning Amendments 4 6 5 4 1

Development Permits  
(Technical) 11 19 17 12 16

Development Permits  
(Form and Character) 3 4 3 5 3

Variance Permits 2 5 8 4 8

Subdivision 3 6 2 5 2

Building Permits Issued 105 87 96 67 97

Value of Building Permits $19.4M $28.1M $23.9M $9.2M $13.8M

New Residential Units 26 36 44 10 16

Bylaw Offence Warning/ 
Complaints

No longer 
tracked 25/196 19/199 42 233

Bylaw Notice Tickets 17 8 11 2 147

New Business Licenses 57 48 65 40 60



Financial  Financial  
StatementsStatements
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The 2023 Budget included a tax rate 
increase of 5.12%. On a typical  

Peachland home with an assessed 
value of $890,000, the increase was 

approximately $75. Reserves and  
prior years’ surplus were used to  

reduce the tax impact. 

Funding was received from the  
provincial Community Works Reserve 
for eligible capital projects such as the 
foreshore flood mitigation project near 
Swim Bay. The 2023 policing budget 

increased 7.65% due to forced growth 
in the City of Kelowna support services  

contract as well as increases to the 
RCMP contract. The Transit budget 

increased $5,700 overall due to  
increased operating costs. Collection  

of taxes for other authorities  
increased by 11.39%; the largest  

increase is in School Taxes.  

Depicted on this page are  
Peachland’s General Revenues.  

These are not specifically attributable  
to or generated by any particular  

District of Peachland Departments.  
The pie graph summarizes the  
District’s General Revenues by  
type and percentage. The table  

summarizes the District’s budgeted 
General Revenues.

6.6 %
Transfers from  

Reserves & Surplus
43.3% 

Property Taxes

1% 
Concession & 

Franchises3.6% 
Sale of  

Services

5.4% 
Other 

Revenue 
From Own 
Sources

7% 
Government 

Transfers

21.9% 
School  

Tax

5.1% 
Regional  
District

3.6% 
CORD  

Hospital 
District

1.8%
Regional 
Library

.7%
BC 

Assessment

REVENUES
2022  

Revenues 
Budgeted

2023  
Revenues
Budgeted

Budget  
Variance

Tax Levy 6,207,054 6,521,776 314,722

Concessions and Franchises 138,844 142,580 3,736

Other Revenue From Own Sources 521,087 549,294 28,207

Sales of Service 785,041 836,302 51,261

Government Transfers 782,115 1,069,030 286,915

School Tax 3,075,815 3,137,331 61,516

Regional District 705,453 719,562 14,109

CORD Hospital District 538,523 549,293 10,770

Municipal Finance Authority 511 521 10

BC Assessment Authority 90,813 92,629 1,816

Okanagan Regional Library 265,993 271,313 5,320

Transfers From Reserves & Surplus 702,679 873,100 170,421

TOTAL REVENUES 13,813,928 14,762,731 948,802

Garry Filafilo 
Chief Financial Officer

Where the Money Comes From
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33.1% 
Collections  
for Other  

Governments

1.5%
Council

9.9% 
Administration  

& Finance 2%  
Civic  

Grants
6.6% 
Fire  

Department

5.8% 
Policing

1.4% 
Transit

4%
Recreation 
Department

10.1%
Development 

Services
2.1%

Debt & 
Interest 19% 

Operations

4.5%
Reserves  
& Capital

CAPITAL  
PROJECTS

Some of the major General Fund 
capital projects identified in the 2023 
Financial Plan included:

• $415,000 for a plow truck,  
sander attachment and  
snowmobile

• $150,000 for Fire Hall  
replacement pre-construction 
drawings

• $550,000 for the District’s Road 
Remediation program

• $300,000 for SCBA  
replacement for the Fire  
Department

• $920,000 for acquisition of 
property for the new Protective 
Services Building

• $249,300 for dock repairs and 
replacements, HVAC unit for the 
Community Centre and a  
portable stage for community 
events

 
Major Water Fund capital projects 
for 2023 include:

• $2,500,000 for Residuals  
Treatment Upgrade for the  
Water Treatment Plant 

• $400,000 for water meter  
replacements

• $299,000 for Water Supply 
analysis and upgrades

EXPENDITURES
2022  

Revenues 
Budgeted

2023  
Revenues
Budgeted

Budget  
Variance

Council 208,763 233,961 25,198

Administration & Finance 1,368,348 1,515,487 147,139

Civic Grants 257,487 297,674 40,187

Community Events 61,887 63,080 1,193

Protective Services 1,846,909 1,901,376 54,467

Transit 209,251 215,000 5,749

Recreation Department 519,162 546,446 27,284

Development Services Department 1,019,361 1,328,048 308,687

Operations Department 2,733,266 2,880,445 147,180

Fiscal Services 323,637 319,104 -4,533

Reserves and Capital 588,750 691,461 102,711

Collection for Other Governments 4,677,108 4,770,649 93,541

TOTAL EXPENDITURES 13,813,928 14,762,731 948,802

Depicted on this page are  
Peachland’s Expenditures. The 
 District’s expenditure analysis  
uses departmental reporting.  

Depicted in this graph, and table  
below, are the net operating  

expenditures of each department.

Where the Money Goes
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2023 Permissive Tax Exemptions
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Name Legal Description Civic Address Revenue

Peachland United Church 4421 4th Street; PID 024-387-754; Parcel A, 
Block 4, Plan 44, ODYD, DL 490 4421 4th Street 8,911

St. Margaret’s Anglican 
Church

4464 4th Street; PID 024-253-472; Lot 1, Plan 
KAP62699, ODYD, DL 490 4464 4th Street 4,193

Peachland Baptist Church 4204 Lake Avenue; PID 009-657-495; Lot 12, 
DL 220, ODYD, Plan KAP9704 4204 Lake Avenue 4,693

Peachland Wellness Centre 4426 5th Street; PID 006-978-975; Lot H, Plan 
KAP22267, ODYD, DL 490 4426 5th Street 4,893

Peachland Riding Club 5380 Princeton Avenue; PID 012-404-101: Lot 
17, Plan KAP410, ODYD, DL 2538 5380 Princeton Avenue 2,989

District of Peachland  
Community Patrol Office

4440 5th Street; PID 006-978-967; Lot G, Plan 
KAP22267, ODYD, DL 490 4440 5th Street 7,791

Peachland Community Arts 
Council (Visitor’s Centre; 
Boys & Girls Club)

5684 Beach Avenue, PID 012-638-277; Lot A, 
Plan KAP40524, ODYD, DL 490 5684 Beach Avenue 27,069

Peachland District  
Retirement Society

5672 Beach Avenue; PID 008-710-694; Lot A, 
Plan KAP38807, ODYD, DL 490 5672 Beach Avenue 13,495

Maple Springs Bible Camp 5247 Inga Street; PID 012-403-989; Lot 5, 
Plan KAP410, ODYD, DL 2538 5247 Inga Street 11,229

The Nature Trust of BC 3410 Drought Road; PID 027-343-553: Lot A, 
Plan KAP85621, DL 2690 3410 Drought Road 11,259

Peachland Branch of the 
Royal Canadian Legion

4407 2nd Street; PID 012-765-490; Lot 6 & 7, 
Block 2, Plan 44, DL 490 4407 2nd Street 6,237

Okanagan Regional Library
Unit 40, 5500 Clements Crescent; PID 023-
739-827; Lot A, Plan KAP58976, ODYD, DL 
220, Except Plan KAP60348

Unit 40, 5500 Clements 
Crescent 4,273

Peachland Chamber of 
Commerce

5878 Beach Avenue; PID 012-765-201; Lot 3, 
Block 1, Plan KAP44, ODYD, DL 490 5878 Beach Avenue 7,959

TOTAL 114,990



AFTER HOURS EMERGENCY
Phone: 888-804-0666 

MAYOR & COUNCIL
www.peachland.ca/council
Phone: 250-767-2647
Email: council@peachland.ca

BYLAW & BUSINESS LICENSING
Bylaw Enforcement 
www.peachland.ca/bylaw-enforcement
Phone: 250-767-3710
Email: bylaw@peachland.ca

Business Licensing 
www.peachland.ca/business-licensing
Phone: 250-767-3710
Email: bylaw@peachland.ca 

CORPORATE SERVICES
www.peachland.ca/corporate-services
Phone: 250-767-2647
Email: legislativeclerk@peachland.ca

EMPLOYMENT
www.peachland.ca/employment
Phone: 250-767-2647
Email: careers@peachland.ca

RECREATION & CULTURE
Community Services Department
www.peachland.ca/community-services
250-767-2133
Email: rec-clerk@peachland.ca

ENGINEERING & INFRASTRUCTURE
www.peachland.ca
Phone: 250-767-3719
Email: engtech@peachland.ca

FINANCIAL SERVICES
www.peachland.ca/finance
Phone: 250-767-2647
Email: finance@peachland.ca

Contact Us
MUNICIPAL HALL
5806 Beach Avenue  
Peachland, BC   V0H 1X7 
Monday to Friday, 8 am to 4 pm
Closed Statutory Holidays
Phone: 250-767-2647
Email: info@peachland.ca

www.peachland.ca/ 
subscribe

Keep informed about news 
and events. Sign up for email 

notification at 

FIRE & RESCUE
www.peachland.ca/fire-department
EMERGENCIES, CALL 9-1-1

NON-EMERGENCY
Phone: 250-767-2841
Email: fireclerk@peachland.ca

OPERATIONS & PUBLIC WORKS
www.peachland.ca/parks-and-trails
Phone: 250-767-2108
Email: operations@peachland.ca

PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT
Building Permits & Inspections
www.peachland.ca/building-inspection
Phone: 250-767-3709
Email: building@peachland.ca or
           inspections@peachland.ca

Planning & Development Services
www.peachland.ca/pds
Phone: 250-767-3707
Email: planning@peachland.ca
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